
Is that a UFO over Trinity? 
If you guessed a drone, you guessed right! During a visit 
from Diocesan Administrator Dwight Babcock, our 
damaged cross and steeple became part of the conversation. 
We explained that we had noticed the horizontal part of the 
cross, made of metal, was peeling on both sides and part of 
the base was damaged.

Verifying that it would not increase our insurance cost, 
Dwight suggested that we open a claim with Church 
Insurance Company. They engaged the drone at no cost to 
us to assess the situation. The drone pilot was able to 
determine that, in fact, the cause of the damage was heavy 
wind, which qualified us for coverage.
 Continued on Page 2.
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Continued from Page 1.

We discovered in our undercroft (basement of the church) 
the cross and base that was made in 1981 by Campbellsville 
Industries in 
Kentucky, the same 
people who 
designed the 
damaged steeple 
cross at right. So 
instead of paying for 
the design and 
making of yet 
another cross, we 
decided to replace 
the current cross 
with the 1981 cross 
that survived the 
Christmas tornado 
of 2012! Vestry 
member and 
Property Chair 
Steve Mussell and 
Trinity Sexton Amos Kidd ponder the plan below! The 
swapping of the crosses and bases will be a huge 
undertaking and should take place some time in the fall.
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Is Brother Jacob 
starting a convent? 

Some interesting things 
happen around Trinity during 
the week. In July our Parish 
Administrator Brother Jacob 
got a call from a group of nuns
—really they are actors! 

The Joe Jefferson Players, 
Alabama’s oldest, continuing 
community theatre, is in 
rehearsal and production for 
their upcoming musical Sister 
Act August 6 through 22. 

They wanted to use our 
church for a photo shoot. The 
photos will be used for the set. 
So we happily obliged. People 
who were visiting Trinity at the 
time thought they were from a 
real monastery as they posed 
for photos in the Church and 
in Schroeter Chapel. 

We are grateful they have 
given us a half-page ad in the 
Sister Act playbill.
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From our Rector 
August 1 is my 10 month anniversary with you, my Trinity 
family. So, since I’ve not yet taken any, some sabbath time is 
certainly in order.

However, I am having a hard time 
leaving my flock—feeling a little bit 
of separation anxiety. After all, we 
have come to know one another 
more intimately, we have been 
working hard in ministry together, 
and we have been worshiping and 
praying deeply together. I’m having 
so much fun in our life and calling 
together, that I’m having a hard 
time preparing to leave you.

Trying to convince myself and 
realizing that it’s not only okay to 
go, but healthy to go, I finally began to joke with many of you 
in conversation as I told myself, “Trinity has done just fine 
without you for 175 years, so they’ll be okay without you for a 
couple of weeks!”

It does feel good to be needed. We all want to be valued and 
loved. But if we don’t make time to refresh and renew; if we 
don’t make time to be re-created, we all know we’ll end up 
burning out and not being of any use to anyone or anything.

I am comforted in knowing that God created sabbath time for 
you and for me. God decided to make rest a vital part of 
creation, and God models for all of us the importance of 
keeping holy a time of rest.

And on the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and 
he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. So 
God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested 
from all the work that he had done in creation.

~ Genesis 2.2-3

Thank you for honoring my time of sabbath. I will continue to 
pray for you daily, hoping that you, too, will make holy a time 
of blessed rest this summer. 

To love and lead,
Mary Jayne+
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Mark your calendars for a fun, full fall!
Our life and ministry together here at Trinity is thriving! So 
many exciting events and ministries are planned for our new 
Program Year, which always parallels the school year.

On Sunday, August 15 at both 
services we will ask God’s 
blessing on students’ backpacks, 
and we will pray for our school 
teachers as we begin a new year.

On Sunday, September 12 we 
will worship together in one service at 10 am followed by 
the Parish Fair and Open 
House. What a wonderful 
time of fellowship and 
learning about our plethora 
of ministry opportunities!

If you would like to 
help with this event or 
feature a ministry, contact 
Kate Flukinger, 
kate.flukinger@gmail.com.

On Sunday morning, September 19 Christian 
Education for all ages begins at 9:15 in the Parish House 
with The Way of Love. More than a program or curriculum, it 
is an intentional commitment through a set of practices to 
follow Jesus: Turn, Learn, Pray, Worship, Bless, Go, Rest.

On Sunday evening, 
September 19 at 5pm come to 
the Trinity Talent Show! If you 
can sing, dance, play an 
instrument—or even think you 
can, contact Stacey & Bryan 
Pearce to enter,  
pearcesb@yahoo.com.
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Exciting changes in 
the Parish House 
The library has been moved 
upstairs. The Trinity Food 
Pantry is now where the library 
used to be. And the kitchen 
pantry, where items for the 
Food Pantry were stored, has 
been emptied and is now 
getting prepared again for 
kitchen use. 

Trinity Library 
Now located upstairs, the 
library is a bright space for 
meetings and a quiet space for 
reflection. This lovely space 
will also serve as the groom’s 
place before a wedding. 

Trinity Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry, appointed 
with new, industrial shelving, is 
now conveniently located in 
one of our individually air-
controlled rooms on the main 
floor hallway.  

Parish Kitchen 
Our kitchen is currently 
undergoing a major 
reorganization and deep 
cleaning in anticipation of the 
return of First Sunday 
Breakfasts, receptions, and 
other events. Many thanks to 
Georgia Wilson, Billye Howard, 
Bradley English, Terry Goff, 
Amos Kidd, and Jasmine 
Moultrie for the many hours of 
moving, sorting, and preparing 
for the restoration of the parish 
kitchen. 
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Make a joyful noise to the Lord! 
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Summer Music 
Series so special! 

In a special 3-part series in 
July we heard about the 
history of music at Trinity, we 
explored musical 
instruments other than the 
organ appropriate for 
services, and we broke out 
the handbells and truly made 
a joyful noise to the Lord! If 
you would like to join the 
Trinity Bell Choir, contact 
ritabtreutel@gmail.com. 

Discernment Team 
continues work 

Thank you, William Gill, 
Carmen Kearley, Janet 
Nodar, David Quittmeyer, 
and Rita & Bill Treutel, for 
your faithful work and 
leadership as we discern 
God’s plan for our Music 
Program and for our next 
organist and music director. 

New Guest Organist 
begins in July 

We welcome Steve Prager, 
who joined us at the organ in 
July. A church musician, 
Steve serves multiple 
denominations as vocalist 
and organist. He is a retired 
librarian and US Air Force 
veteran and a member of the 
Mobile Vocal Arts Society 
and of the American Guild of 
Organists.
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Trinity Parish Lenten Retreat 
at Beckwith 25 March 2022 
Exciting plans are underway for a parish wide overnight 
retreat during Lent in 2022. We will spend a Friday night at 
Beckwith where we will share meals, worship, pray, and play 
together. Although we are still working out the details, the 
cost of the retreat should be somewhere between $150 to 
$200 per person and family. Right now we are trying to get a 
sense of those who are interested, as this is the first parish 
wide retreat in recent memory. If you are interested, contact 
maryjayne@trinitymobile.org.

Vestry elects Austin 
Forwood to fill vacancy
At their May meeting the Vestry 
voted unanimously to elect 
Austin Forwood to fill Nathan 
Poole’s vacancy. Austin 
transferred his letter from 
Church of the Redeemer. He 
and his fiancée Sarah 
Blankenship, who was confirmed 
at Trinity in April, are to be married at Trinity in October. 
Austin, who grew up in Mobile, is an environmental 
engineer with the US Army Corps of Engineers.
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COVID update
A portion of the 28 July letter 
from Bishop Russell: 

“The CDC’s announcement 
[July 27] urging vaccinated 
people to wear masks in areas 
of substantial or high 
transmission is clear. Here is a 
link to determine the level of 
transmission in [our] county: 
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-
data-tracker/#county-view. 

“Because we cannot know who 
is vaccinated, we must 
continue to focus our decisions 
on the wellbeing of the most 
vulnerable to the virus … our 
children who cannot yet be 
vaccinated. Consequently, all 
churches in the diocese shall 
return to our previous directive 
regarding mask-wearing during 
all indoor services … 
includ[ing] any indoor events, 
classes, or gatherings. … for 
the next three weeks [until 
August 16] and then revisit the 
situation.” 

When you enter for worship 
through either the front or side 
doors of our church, please 
sign in, as has become our 
practice. Masks will again be 
provided for you at each door. 
Most of all, continue to care for 
and pray for one another as we 
wisely navigate this serious 
time. 

Be mindful of the most 
vulnerable. Be smart. Be safe.

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Azsj6wUhdAFLgaUlFws6OdXnxSdUs1yG-rWrX2boMA3k5kI0_Gk0Iil87VjrwtHKsyQss9fJB3BdMfyWUvwB_9appe0t1R6hNotNVxuY8J3ZJOSZ3EmOFg7RqsKEsmZC6HaumDNYO4vIuEjR-9Sh3yFq05QlrsEcyW1vQuFsZ3ffjjg-mCfpOTennnftCIkJ&c=-YyJj_Lwx1I-V7b98n4OsF3Lzfm1GQP7v_7Gys1QjM3kGR2ArEnTbA==&ch=tRQc0ygw8wlalG-_k79zIIt20ealw5hHmyfc_Y9nJx3wVisxESJ9sQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Azsj6wUhdAFLgaUlFws6OdXnxSdUs1yG-rWrX2boMA3k5kI0_Gk0Iil87VjrwtHKsyQss9fJB3BdMfyWUvwB_9appe0t1R6hNotNVxuY8J3ZJOSZ3EmOFg7RqsKEsmZC6HaumDNYO4vIuEjR-9Sh3yFq05QlrsEcyW1vQuFsZ3ffjjg-mCfpOTennnftCIkJ&c=-YyJj_Lwx1I-V7b98n4OsF3Lzfm1GQP7v_7Gys1QjM3kGR2ArEnTbA==&ch=tRQc0ygw8wlalG-_k79zIIt20ealw5hHmyfc_Y9nJx3wVisxESJ9sQ==
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Support Operation 
Reclamation 

This campaign is designed 
to help us catch up with 
much of our deferred and 
needed maintenance on our 
campus. We are called to be 
good stewards of all that 
God has given us, and in 
October 2020 on retreat our 
Vestry adopted Operation 
Reclamation, vowing to 
reclaim our sacred spaces to 
the glory of God. By now 
you’ve probably seen the 
brochures. If not, you can 
find one here or on our web 
site. Thank you for those 
who have made it possible 
to upgrade our HVAC  and 
lightning system in the 
Church and now to order 
the windows! 

The windows have 
been ordered!

In order to place the order 
for the replacement of the 
47 windows in the Parish 
House, we needed to put 
down a 50% deposit. Thanks 
to your generous support of 
Operation Reclamation, we 
were able to do that in July! 
We expect the windows to 
come in anywhere between 
three to six months. The 
preference is to install them 
in January. Please continue 
your financial support to 
improve our campus.

For stewardship of creation  
O merciful Creator, your hand is open wide to satisfy the needs of 
every living creature: Make us always thankful for your loving 
providence; and grant that we, remembering the account that we must 
one day give, may be faithful stewards of your good gifts; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. ~ Book of Common Prayer, page 259 

Budget vs Operation Reclamation – 
Why Both Are Important 

You’ve heard from our Rector, the Vestry, and the Stewardship 
Committee why pledging is so important. Your pledge 
commitment and your monetary support are Trinity’s financial 
backbone. They are what make up the budget—the yearly 
financial plan for paying our bills and supporting our outreach 
ministries. In the last few years the budget has only allowed us to 
keep the doors open. This year, thankfully, we’ve covered any 
expected and unexpected expenses, and we are getting back on 
our feet financially.

During their retreat in October of last year, the Vestry 
prayerfully adopted Operation Reclamation. This campaign is 
designed to cover the cost for so much of the deferred 
maintenance of our physical plant.  We have gotten our HVAC 
back on track, and the lightning system is protecting our church, 
giving us peace of mind during our many storms.

Now we want to turn our attention to the windows in the Parish 
House. I’m sure you’ve noticed the broken and taped windows 
and the rusting of the frames. Once we can get all of the 
windows replaced the building will be protected and the power 
bills should see a noticeable decline.  

Please join me by prayerfully considering a donation to Operation 
Reclamation to protect our sacred spaces. Thank you.

Faithfully,
Pat Rodgers
Finance Committee Chair
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